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PREFACE.IN bringing to a close the publication of this work, begun more than a decade and a
half ago, I find myself compelled to justify certain modifications of my original plans. The
Preface to the second volume has already called attention to the impracticability, as it turned
out, of including in that volume (Vols. II. and III. in the English Edition) the treatment of
Aristotle and his successors. As the work progressed, however, a still more fundamental
change of design has forced itself upon me. It became necessary to restrict the work, which
had now reached its allotted number of volumes, within narrower limits of subject-matter. At
the outset it had been my desire to carry the history of Greek philosophy down to the
beginning of our era; but gradually it became manifest to me that with the first quarter of the
third century before Christ a more appropriate terminus would be attained. This was an epoch
at which the development of the special sciences reached a height which essentially changed
their relations to philosophy. Though here and there an isolated writer appeared who took the
whole of learning for his pro vince, such as the Stoic Posidonius (first century B.C.), we are
entitled to affirm that on the whole philosophy and the special sciences henceforth pursued
separate paths. Universal scienceâ€”the main object of this work â€” dis appeared as such; the
centre of gravity of scientific progress was transferred to the subordinate branches (cf. pp. 459
and 506).The chronological limit thus indicated has on the whole been reached. The matter
still wanting to its complete attainment, the description of the beginnings of the Stoic and
Epicurean schools, and of the Sceptic movement, the author hopes to supply in a separate
book, Tlie Philosophy of the Hellenistic Age, in which anticipatory glances will also be cast
upon the later periods.TH. GOMPERZ.
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